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Correction!  In the last issue, there was information 
about the First American Regiment, the United 
States’ first standing army, authorized by Congress 
after the American Revolution.  The Summer issue 
tied the regiment to Indiana due to their 
involvement in Harmar’s Defeat in 1790, near 
modern-day Fort Wayne.  This is correct, but it has 
been pointed out that the Regiment has an earlier 
history in Indiana.   
 
1786 was a hard year for the frontier town of 
Vincennes.  In the summer, the American Indians in 
the Wabash Valley banded together and laid siege 
to the village.  The French residents were spared, 
but the American settlers were forced to wait in Fort 
Patrick Henry while their farms were destroyed. 
 
In response to the attack, Virginia Governor Patrick 
Henry authorized George Rogers Clark to lead the 
Kentucky militia on a punitive expedition against the 
Indians.  Unlike his famous trek to take Vincennes 
from the British, the campaign to rescue Vincennes 
fizzled out due to desertion and the failure to find 
and engage the belligerent tribes. 
 
Clark returned to Kentucky, but left behind 100 men 
from the militia to aid Vincennes against further 
attacks.  Soon the militia became a mob rule, 
however, and the residents of Vincennes petitioned 
Henry Knox, the Secretary of War, for aid.  It is said 
that the residents prayed “Lord, please send the 
Kentuckians home and bring back the Indians!” 
 
Secretary Knox ordered Colonel Josiah Harmar, in 
command of the First American Regiment, to drive 
out the Kentucky militia.  As the First American 
approached Vincennes, the militia fled.  Indiana has 
been guarding the Ohio River ever since! 
 
Colonel Harmar left 100 regulars from the First 
Regiment in Vincennes under Major Jean François 
Hamtramck.  They built a new fort in Vincennes, 
named Fort Knox, and participated in coordinated 
attacks against warring Indian tribes. 
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15 September 2008: Cook members (L-R) Stuart 
Hart, Steve Oberlin, and Wade Harshman present 
a program to Cub Scouts at Greenbriar Elementary 
School.  Compatriot Steve Ray is the assistant 
Cubmaster. 
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MCL Cafeteria 
5520 Castleton Corner Lane 
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The Indiana Society Color Guard continues to find opportuni

The Indiana Society prepares to march in the
Speedway Festival Parade, 20 Sept 2008
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Sons of the American Revolution 
Clarence A. Cook Chapter 
5833 Bywood Dr - B 
Indianapolis, IN  46220-4041 

 

The Indiana Society Color Guard continues to find opportunities in the Indianapolis area.

 
The Indiana Society prepares to march in the 

Speedway Festival Parade, 20 Sept 2008
Dennis Lowery and Earl Salisbury raise the colors at the 

Steve Jeffris Caboose Festival, September 21, 2008.
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ties in the Indianapolis area. 

 
Dennis Lowery and Earl Salisbury raise the colors at the 

Steve Jeffris Caboose Festival, September 21, 2008.


